
The Use of Pellistors for Monitoring
Kerosene Based Products

e2v technologies are often asked for advice on the use of pellistors for the detection of spillages of kerosene
based products such as aviation fuels, diesel or domestic heating oils.

Kerosene is a mixture of heavy hydrocarbons used in a number of products. The LEL of its vapour is given as
0.7%. The main problem in using a gas detection system to monitor for spillages is that it has a very high
flash point. The literature gives the flash point as 37 – 65 8C, chiefly because some of the components in it
are more volatile than others; virgin kerosene will have a much lower flash point than older kerosene, since
the volatile components will evaporate away. This ageing of kerosene also makes it very difficult to specify a
relative response figure for calibrating a pellistor.

The result of this is that, at normal temperatures, very little of the vapour is present above the liquid, and as a
consequence, for a pellistor to be effective it needs to be calibrated with a lower alarm level than for other
flammable vapours.

When using a pellistor for monitoring for kerosene spillages, e2v technologies suggest the use of a calibration
factor similar to pentane, and as low an alarm level as possible. The risk of false alarms will be dependent on
the stability of both the pellistor and the instrument in which it is fitted, and a judgement should be made on
that basis.

The best pellistor for monitoring kerosene spillages has been shown to be the e2v technologies VQ41TSB.
Whilst originally designed for monitoring low LEL levels of ammonia, its very stable zero and repeatable
response to heavy hydrocarbons has been shown in the field to give satisfactory results. The sensor yields an
output of about 20 – 30 mV for 20% LEL Pentane with typical zero stability on bench tests of +0.5 mV.

# e2v technologies (uk) limited 2005 Printed in England A1A-Pellistor AN2 Issue 3, August 2005
411/9237

e2v technologies (uk) limited, Waterhouse Lane, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2QU, UK Telephone: +44 (0)1245 493493 Facsimile: +44 (0)1245 492492
e-mail: enquiries@e2v.com Internet: www.e2v.com Holding Company: e2v technologies plc

e2v technologies inc. 4 Westchester Plaza, PO Box 1482, Elmsford, NY10523-1482 USA Telephone: (914) 592-6050 Facsimile: (914) 592-5148
e-mail: enquiries@e2vtechnologies.us

Whilst e2v technologies has taken care to ensure the accuracy of the information contained herein it accepts no responsibility for the consequences of any use
thereof and also reserves the right to change the specification of goods without notice. e2v technologies accepts no liability beyond that set out in its standard
conditions of sale in respect of infringement of third party patents arising from the use of tubes or other devices in accordance with information contained herein.

SUNSTAR传感与控制 http://www.sensor-ic.com/ TEL:0755-83376549 FAX:0755-83376182 E-MAIL:szss20@163.com

SUNSTAR自动化 http://www.sensor-ic.com/ TEL: 0755-83376489 FAX:0755-83376182 E-MAIL:szss20@163.com




